
Student Recruitment collaborated with the Nelson Mandela University  Faculty of Science and University of Venda (UniVen) Science Faculty on its 

engagement activities in Vhembe Limpopo from 03 ï 06 May 2022.The initiative was about bringing science to the community and allowing 

learners to participate in science activities that were taking place. The week long initiative,  which showcased different activities, also involved the 

community. The visit coincided with a career week event in the region during the period. 

 

Chiefs, school principals, and community leaders were in support of the program as they attended all the engagements taking place during this 

period. Before the start of the day, the delegates would visit the home of the local Chief to pay homage and outline the purpose of the day so that 

the chief may be aware of happening in the village and to get support from the Chief and community. The delegation during this period was led by 

Dr. Eric Maluta from the UniVen Science faculty. 

Wǳƭȅ нлнн 

ñThe Vhembe 
District is richly 
endowed with 
natural resources, 
with highly 
competitive 
forestry, 
agricultural, and 
tourism 
industries.ò 

Faculty of Science visits Vhembe District 

The entire initiative was supported by the 

local Vhembe district office which hosted the 

various student engagements. Parallel to 

this was educator sessions, where Nelson 

Mandela University via central student 

recruiters interacted with the Life Orientation 

and STEM educators of the district. 

 

The outreach included motivational talks, 

science career talks, general career talks, 

role modeling, science exhibitions, science 

shows, and science experiments. There 

were several other exhibitors like the South 

Africa Space Agency (SANSA), University of 

South Africa, STEC, Phalaborwa 

Foundation, South Africa Agency of Science 

Advancement (SAASTA), South African 

National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 

Natural Science Collections Facility (NSCF), 

Govan Mbeki Mathematics Development 

Centre (GMMDC).   

 

The Science team was led by the faculty 

dean, Prof Muronga, he engaged with top 

STEM learners throughout the week. 

Various community visits were held, where 

again NMU, had the opportunity to engage 

with the local Chief and his community.   

 

Faculty of Science also had full participation 

from George Campus with Director of 

School of Natural Resource Science and 

Management Prof Josua Louw as part of the 

delegation. Prof Louw showcased the 

unique George Campus offerings. 

 

CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

The Vhembe District is richly endowed with natural resources, with highly competitive forestry, 

agricultural, and tourism industries. At the same time, it is a region that faces significant 

challenges in terms of environmental degradation, climate change, food and water security, and 

disparities in terms of access to resources and wealth.   

The specific aspects relevant to the region were highlighted. These included alien plant 

invasions, soil erosion, biodiversity loss, water pollution and supply, food security, poverty, and 

sometimes poor-quality education.   

Students were also sensitized about the importance of ñsofterò skills for a successful career.  
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Learners combine maths and art in unique coffee table book 
By Carine Steyn 

Staff from Govan Mbeki Mathematics Development Centre (GMMDC)  proudly holding the MathArt Expressions coffee table book.  

In the past, maths and art were always seen as separate disciplines, 
worlds apart. But when they are studied together, itôs clear there are 
strong links between the two. A great deal of creativity goes into 
mathematical breakthroughs, while plenty of mathematical precision 
goes into an artwork. 
 
To encourage learners to bridge the gap between maths and art ï and 
gain the skills they will need to navigate careers in the highly 
innovative and technologically creative Fourth Industrial Revolution ï 
schools across South Africa, since 2018, have had the opportunity to 
participate in a MathArt competition.  
 
And now their maths-inspired artworks are available for all to see in a 
unique coffee table book, MathArt Expressions by South African 
Youth, launched on Friday, 24 June 2022. 
 
The competition, run annually by Nelson Mandela Universityôs Govan 
Mbeki Mathematics Development Centre, draws entries from every 
province ï with many of the winning entries going on to be displayed 
overseas, through the international Bridges Organisation, a partner 
with GMMDC, and a supporter of the global shift towards STEAM 
education ï an educational approach that uses Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics to encourage critical thinking 
among learners. 
 
ñIn the book, we explore what weôve done with the maths and art 
project and how we are working to promote the STEAM approach in 

teaching mathematics at school, in line with international trends,ò said 
GMMDC director Prof Werner Olivier. ñThe math art project is a 
practical way to promote trans disciplinarity in schools.ò  
 
True to form, the book uses a metaphor from the world of science and 
maths ï the natural processes of a baobab tree - to explain how the 
art competition evolved.  
 
Using more visuals than words, the ñrootsò chapter tells the story of 
GMMDC and how its emphasis on STEAM education inspired the 
competition. The ñtrunkò chapter expands on the competition and 
shares how it has grown from provincial to national, including more 
and more learners and educators, and how it has also strengthened 
maths education. The ñbranchesò chapter describes the incredible 
artworks received from the learners, and the different themes they 
have explored, while the ñfruitsò chapter depicts the unexpected 
outcomes, for instance, how the learners have shared the emotions 
they have experienced ï both their frustration and excitement ï as 
they have grappled with the subject of maths, or the searching 
questions they have asked about the subjects they explore. The 
ñreachò chapter covers the competitionôs footprint, from an educational 
and international perspective.  
 
ñThe MathArt project has gained a lot of support over the years from 
schools across the country,ò said GMMDC project coordinator Carine 
Steyn. ñAnd every year, we are blown away by the calibre of the 
entries.ò 
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