
 

International Year of the Periodic Table of Elements (IYPTE-2019) 

 

 

 
 

 

The periodic table is not just a typical wall decoration in science lecture rooms, it is an exceptional tool for scientists to 

understand, and even predict, the properties of the elements. 2019 marks 150 years since it was founded and the United 

Nations General Assembly proclaimed this year as the International Year of the Periodic Table and it should be celebrated 

all over the world. The Nelson Mandela University’s Department of Chemistry will be taking part in the celebrations through 

public lectures, chemistry demonstration events and through social media to create awareness.  2019 is also the International 

Year of Indigenous Languages, and the Department of Chemistry will collaborate with the School of Languages experts at 

NMU to coin African names (particularly in IsiXhosa) for the elements of the Periodic Table. Some elements are named 

after places of discovery as well as names of scientists or institutions that discovered them, but some are named after the 

characteristics of the elements, and the naming project will target such elements. The full programme appears on the next 

page:     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The programme is as follows:  

 

Activity  Proposed Date  Responsible persons  

   

1. Public lecture by Dr R. Betz 

Title: The Periodic Table of the 

Elements - Where from? Where 

at? Where to?  

29 May 2019 (NMU, 

Building 127 Auditorium, 

13:00-14:00) 

Mr Nehemiah Latolla, Ms Zimkitha Dyan, Ms Anita 

Noah, Dr Buyiswa Hlangothi, Prof Zeni Tshentu and 

Dr Richard Betz 

2. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  (Western 

Suburbs schools)  

12  June 2019 (NMU, 

35:01:01, 14:00-16:00)  

Mr J. Austin, Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Dr G. 

Rubidge, Ms A. Noah, Dr Z. Kondowe, Dr B. 

Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, 

and Prof. Z. Tshentu  

3. EXTRA Papenkuils Primary 

Show 

PP School hall, 100 

children, 10:30-12:30 

GR 

4. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  

(Motherwell Schools) 

18  July 2019 (Raymond 

Mhlaba center, 12:00-

14:00) 

Mr M. Swaartbooi, Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Dr G. 

Rubidge, Ms A. Noah, Dr Z. Kondowe, Dr B. 

Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, 

and Prof. Z. Tshentu 

5. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  (NMU 

Students and Staff) 

TO BE RESCHEDULED 

 Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Dr G. Rubidge, Ms A. Noah, 

Dr Z. Kondowe, Dr B. Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. 

Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, Mrs Kina Muller and Prof. Z. 

Tshentu 

6. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  (Cala) 

Canceled Dr Rubidge, Mr Nehemiah Latolla, and other  

7. Chemistry show for Expo 

Event Diaz Primary  

25 July 11:30-12:30 Dr Rubidge and ISTs 

8. Chemistry Demonstration – 

Expert Minds (Walmer) 

26 July 8:30-9:30 Dr Rubidge & Son 

9. Chemistry Stall and Show 

Walmer High 

29 July 9:00 – 12:00 Dr Rubidge, T Swartbooi, Ocean Sciences Staff 

10. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  

(Kwazakhele/Zwide Schools) 

 

Postponed – new date to be 

determined after clearance 

Mr Qweqwe, Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Ms A. Noah, 

Dr Z. Kondowe, Dr B. Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. 

Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, Mrs Kina Muller and Prof. Z. 

Tshentu  

11. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  (Northern 

Suburbs Schools) 

No confirmation 

Postponed – new date to be 

determined after clearance 

No venues available at 

Missionvale 

Mr. C. Frank, Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Dr G. 

Rubidge, Ms A. Noah, Dr Z. Kondowe, Dr B. 

Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, 

Mrs Kina Muller and Prof. Z. Tshentu  

12. Public lecture by Dr M. 

Weigt. Title: The creation of the 

elements of the periodic table in 

stars.  

NSW, 1 August 2019, 

(NMU, Building 127 

Auditorium, 13:00-14:00) 

Dr G. Rubidge, Dr R. Betz, Mr Nehemiah Latolla, Ms 

Zimkitha Dyan, Dr Buyiswa Hlangothi, Prof Zeni 

Tshentu and Dr Martin Weigt.     

13. Chemistry Demonstrations 

and naming exercise  (NMB 

Science and Technology Centre)  

 

NSW, 2 August 2019, 

NMB Science and 

Technology Centre in 

Uitenhage (10:00-12:00) 

Mrs Singathwa Kuli, Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Dr G. 

Rubidge, L Waka, K Govender, Ms A. Noah, Dr Z. 

Kondowe, Dr B. Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. 

Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, Mrs Kina Muller and Prof. Z. 

Tshentu 

14. Eskom Expo – Juniors chem 

show and possibly naming 

6 Aug Missionvale Sports 

center ~12:00 

Dr G Rubidge, K Govender, L Waka 

15. Eskom Expo – Seniors chem 

show and possibly naming 

7 Aug Missionvale Sports 

center ~12:00 

Dr G Rubidge, K Govender, L Waka 

16. Public lecture on “A journey 

on naming of chemical elements 

9 September???? 2019, 

NMU, Council Chambers, 

Mr N. Latolla, Dr R. Betz, Dr G. Rubidge, Ms A. Noah, 

Dr Z. Kondowe, Dr B. Hlangothi, Mr A. Klaas, Ms Y. 



in indigenous languages” at 

NMU  

Main Building, (13:00-

14:00)   

Sonqishe, Dr M. Phiri, Mrs Kina Muller and Prof. Z. 

Tshentu 

17. Prepare a manuscript for 

publication to the South African 

Journal of Chemistry 

Submit the manuscript in 

November 2019  

Mr Latolla, Dr  Betz, Dr G. Rubidge, Ms Noah, Dr 

Kondowe, Dr Hlangothi, and Prof. Z. Tshentu   

(original list but will be expanded based on 

contributions) 
 


